
 

 

 

 Nike and Sports Legend, Geoff Hollister, Named Ambassador to the 42nd 
International Children’s Games in San Francisco  

 
SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. – May 12, 2008 - The 42nd International Childrenôs Games in San Francisco announced 
that Geoff Hollister, of Nike and author of ñOut of Nowhere, The Inside Story of How Nike Marketed the 
Culture of Running,ò joined the organization as an Ambassador to the Games. Geoff will encourage 
athletes from all over the world to fulfill their potential in their respective sport, and to create everlasting 
international friendships. The Games include track and field, tennis, swimming, volleyball, soccer, table 
tennis, basketball and golf competitions. 
 
ñI represented Nike internationally for many years, and I have dedicated my life towards impacting 
athletes to accomplish their goals on and off the field,ò said Geoff. ñBeing an Ambassador to the Games, 
gives me an opportunity to share my experiences with young athletes as they train, compete and interact 
on an international platform.ò 
 
Geoffôs luminous career took off when he ran cross country at the University of Oregon with famed coach 
Bill Bowerman. There he learned the true meaning of dedication, hard work and commitment. It was with 
those key values that alongside Coach Bowerman and Phil Knight, who preceded Geoff at Oregon, 
started Blue Ribbon Sports, which would later become Nike. For many years, Geoff served on the Board 
of American Running, and in 2007 he was honored with the first ever Nike Lifetime Achievement Award.   
 
ñGeoff is one of the most influential persons in sports, having motivated so many athletes to succeed in 
cross country and to reach for their dreams,ò said G. Bradford Solso, chairman of the organizing 
committee for the International Childrenôs Games in San Francisco. ñGeoff is truly an inspirational figure 
and an American sports hero. We look forward to incorporating such a legend into the Games.ò 
 
This yearôs Games will take place from July 10-15, bringing an estimated 2,000 coaches and athletes (12-
15 years of age) from nearly 100 cities and 50 countries around the world. Opening and closing 
ceremonies, athletic competitions, participant housing and events, and the ICG Festival Village will take 
place in multiple venues throughout San Francisco, including Golden Gate Park, AT&T Park, Kezar 
Stadium, University of San Francisco (USF) and San Francisco State University (SFSU).   
 
About the International Children’s Games 
Endorsed by the International Olympic Committee, the International Childrenôs Games is a premier global, 
youth athletic event that combines sports and educational programs, cultural exchange opportunities and 
economic development. The Games serve as a vehicle to promote alliances, friendships and common 
understanding among children around the world and have done so since 1968. Thirty-one different cities on 
four continents have hosted previous Games.  
 
For more information, please visit www.sficg2008.com. 
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